An increase of anticardiolipin antibody in association with stroke and chronic chemical exposure.
A chemical worker working with urea-formaldehyde resin hazard for 20 years suffered cerebral ischemia in association with an increase of blood beta2-glycoprotein I-dependent anticardiolipin antibody (aCL)-IgG and IgM isotype, and a prolongation of activated partial thromboplastin time (aPTT). Major histocompatibility complex antigen showed DR4 positivity. On follow-up for over 6 years, aCL-IgG and aPTT decreased to reference range but aCL-IgM was still abnormally high despite a cessation of exposure. This patient highlights the induction of antibody-mediated thrombosis in chronic chemical exposure, especially in an individual with subclinical autoimmune disorder. The role of environment for coagulopathic vascular thrombosis is warranted for investigation.